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11. Glossary of Paint Terminology

abrasive blast cleaning A method of preparing surfaces before painting by the use of abrasive such as grit

propelled either through nozzles by compressed air or from wheels by centrifugal force
onto the surface.

accelerator A substance which increases the rate of reaction during film formation.

adhesion The attractive forces between dry paint films within a coating system and between a
paint film and the substrate.

aeratopm The presence of air in a liquid paint.

ageing Degeneration occurring in a coating during the passage of time and/or heating.

air-drying The process by which a liquid paint film is allowed to dry under ambient conditions of

airless spraying

temperature and relative humidity.

Application of paint by means of equipment consisting of fluid pump, hose and spray
nozzle to produce atomization of the paint without the use of compressed air or other
propellant.

alligatoring See crocodiling.

barrier coat A coat used to isolate subsequant coats from the preceding coats or substrate to
prevent adverse physical or chemical interaction.

binder The non-volatile portion of a coating vehicle excluding pigments.

bleeding Discoloration caused by migration of components from the underlying film.

build Thickness of dried paint film.

catalyst A substance whose presence increases the rate of a chemical reaction. In some cases
the catalyst functions by being consumed and is not regenerated.

chalking The process by which the binder in a dry film degrades, leaving a loose removable
powder on the surface. Often applied to the presence of chalk on an exposed paint film.

checking Breaks in the surface of a paint film which do not render the underlying coating or
substrate visible.

chipping The removal of paint and surface contaminants from a substrate by means of impact
from a sharpened tool.

cissing The recession of a wet paint film from a surface leaving small areas uncoated.

cobwebbing The formation of fine filaments of partly dried paint during the spray application of a fast
drying paint.

colorant A concentrated agent that can be added to paints to make a range of colours.

copolymer The product obtained from polymerisation of two different monomers.

consistency The apparent viscosity of a paint under application of a shearing force.

cracking The presence of breaks in a coating or coating system such that the underlying coating
or substrate is visible.

cratering Residual effect of burst bubbles. (See also cissing.)
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crocodiling

curing

curtaining

discolouration

dry film thickness
durability
emulsion

erosion
exothermic

extender

gelling

gloss
hair cracks
hardener

high build coating

holding primer

holidays

hydrophilic
hydrophobic
inhibitor
latex

lifting

medium

mist coat

mudcracking

non-volatile content

opacity

orange peel

The formation of wide criss-cross cracks in a paint film.

The process of condensation or polymerization of paint by heat or chemical means,
resulting in the full development of desirable properties.

See sagging.

Any change in colour of an exposed film caused by chalking, dirt collection, or fading,
darkening or tonal changes in the original colour.

The arithmetic mean of a series of dry film thickness measurements.

A measure of the ability of a coating system to withstand the environment in service.
A stable suspension of fine particles or globules of one liquid in another.

Attrition of the film by natural weathering which may expose the substrate.

A heat generating reaction.

Generally colourless, relatively transparent pigments used in conjunction with pigments
to impart particular physical properties to a paint or coating.

Deterioration of a paint by the partial or complete changing of the medium into a jelly-like
condition.

The reflecting characteristics of the surface of a coating or coating system.
Fine cracks in the top coat of a finishing system.
A cross-linking agent used to cure a resin or paint system.

A paint which enables the application in one coal of a relatively thick film of paint without
sagging or running.

See shop primer.

Defects characterized by a film having areas of insufficient thickness even to the point
where parts of the surface may remain uncoated.

Attracted to water.

Repelled by water.

A material used in small proportion to slow a chemical reaction.
See emulsion.

The softening, swelling and wrinkling of a dry coat by solvents in a subsequent coat
being applied.

The liquid components of a paint.

A very thin coat of paint or varnish which may be discontinuous, applied
by spraying.

Visible irregular cracking in thick films of paint caused by shrinkage tension during
drying.

The quantity of material remaining after removal of the volatile constituents of a paint;
may be expressed by mass or volume (volume solids).

The ability of a paint to obliterate the colour difference of a substrate.

The pockmarked appearance of a sprayed film due to its failure to flow out to a level
surface.
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overspray

pigment

pinholes

pot-life

pre-construction primer

resin

sagging

skinning

saponification

sealer

shelf life

shop primer

solvent

spreading rate

streaking

substrate

thinner

thixotropy

tie-coat
tinter

tint-base

viscosity
volume solids
weathering
whip blasting

wrinkling

Sprayed paint which misses the surface to be coated.

Fine solid opaque particles used in the preparation of paint, and insoluble in the medium
or vehicle.

Minute holes In a dry film which form during application and drying of paint.

The time period after the mixing of reactive components in a multi-component paint
system, during which the mixed paint can be used.

A fast-drying, abrasion-resistant primer for application to blast-cleaned steel plates and
bars before cutting and welding into complex structures.

A solid, semi-solid or liquid organic material of either natural or synthetic origin used as
the binder in a paint or coating;

Excessive flow of paint on vertical surfaces causing imperfections with thick lower edges
in the paint film.

The formation, in a container, of an oxidised film on the surface of a paint.

A defect resulting from attack on a binder by alkali.

A product used to seal substrates to prevent materials from bleeding through to the
surface, to prevent reaction of the substrate with incompatible top coats or to prevent
undue absorption of the following coat into the substrate.

The period a paint may be stored in sealed unopened containers without the paint
showing any significant deterioration in quality.

A fast-drying, abrasion-resistant primer for application in the workshop to fabricated steel
units.

A liquid, single or blended, which is volatile under normal drying conditions and in which
the binder is completely soluble.

The area, in square metres, covered by 1 litre of paint at a nominated dry film thickness.

The formation of irregular lines or streaks of various colours in a paint film caused by
contamination or improper incorporation of colorant.

The surface to which a coat of paint or varish is applied.

A volatile liquid, single or blended, added to paint to facilitate application by lowering the
viscosity.

The property of a paint whereby the consistency is reduced on brushing or stirring but
increases again on standing.

A coat applied to a previous coat to improve the adhesion of subsequent coats.
See colorant.

The basic paint to which colorants are added as required to make a wide range of
colours.

The resistance of a fluid to flow.

See non-volatile content.

The exposure of a coating or coating system to an atmospheric environment.
Light abrasive blast cleaning.

The development of wrinkles in a paint film during drying.



